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READERS' COMMENTS

Is the Climate Problem in Our Heads?

A task force assembled by the American Psychological Association hopes to
spur more research on the role of the human mind in shaping the behaviors
resulting in rising greenhouse-gas emissions as well as on traits that can
impede an effective response to global warming and similar slow-building
environmental risks.
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1.EDITORS' SELECTIONS (what's this?)

Robert Brulle Andy:
Philadelphia PA
August 5th, 2009
6:55 pm

T've had a chance to look through this report, and it is first
rate. The APA has produced a summary of psychological
knowledge on climate change equivalent to the IPCC report
on climate science. This is a very valuable document, and
critical to understanding individuals and their perception
and response to climate change.

There is a lot of pseudo-scientific work out there that
purports to discuss the interactions between individuals and
the environment produced by think tanks with various
ideological objectives. This report cuts through all of the
various approaches and provides a clear perspective on the
solid refereed work in this area. Within environmental
journalism, I hope this report will raise the bar on what
counts (and does not count) as legitimate source material.
An unrefereed report on - say the effect of global warming
on the ice sheets of Greenland produced by a masters degree
level individual working for a think tank would not count as
a reliable or valid source. The same standard

applies within the social sciences. Environmental journalists
need to take social science research seriously, and start
reading the refereed journals in this area as assiduously as
they now read Science and Nature.

As a sociologist, I can point out some elements where we
need to go beyond psychological approaches to understand
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Help Solve Global Warming

Discover How You Can Take Action & Demand Change From Your
Leaders.
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Climate Change Economics
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About Dot Earth

By 2050 or so, the world population is
expected to reach nine billion,
essentially adding two Chinas to the
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$10DAl ClIMATe Cnange. A Iew 1telms SPring to mina — sucn as
the role of advertising and media exposure to consumption
levels, the economic drivers of media coverage, and the
social factors that influence population growth. But this
report, to its credit, notes that the psychological processes
are contextual, and calls for interdisciplinary research to fill
in the picture.

I certainly hope that the writers of the IPCC report will take
this report and integrate it into their overall approach. The
social sciences have a significant contribution to make to
dealing with global warming. It seems to me that the onus is
now on the leading IPCC section authors to take steps to
enlarge the community of authors to fully embrace all of the
social sciences,

including psychology, sociology, and political science.

Furthermore, this report demonstrates that social science
can provide valuable and objective analyses of climate
change processes. Despite numerous recommendations to
expand climate change research to fully embrace social
science perspectives, this has not yet been done. Congress
and the Obama administration should follow through on the
recommendations of the National Academy of Sciences and
provide adequate funding for social science research on
global climate change.

Bob Brulle

number of people alive today. Those
billions will be seeking food, water
and other resources on a planet
where, scientists say, humans are
already shaping climate and the web
of life. In Dot Earth, reporter Andrew
C. Revkin examines efforts to balance
human affairs with the planet’s limits.
Supported in part by a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship, Mr.
Revkin tracks relevant news from suburbia to Siberia, and
conducts an interactive exploration of trends and ideas with
readers and experts.

Introducing Apture"

Apture allows readers to dig
deeper into a subject without
ever leaving the blog post. When
you click on any link marked by
the icons K, @, or 1, you will
be able to view video, reference
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8.EDITORS' SELECTIONS (what's this?)

David B. Benson
Pullman
August 5th, 2009
9:12 pm

Well, here is a simple action we can all take.

Scientific American Earth 3.0, Summer 2009, is now on
newstands. Buy a copy, read it, and then mail the copy to
one of your senators with a letter explaining why you sent it.

Recommend Recommended by 6 Readers

15. EDITORS' SELECTIONS (what's this?)

GJLau
Frederick, MD
August 6th, 2009
8:39 am

Maybe the APA ought to do a study on the psychological
state of people commenting to articles on climate change.
Having now read hundreds of such responses, I can tell you
that they provide rich ground for anyone interested in
seeing how the human mind copes with uncertainty.

materials, images and other
related media. Please e-mail
your feedback and thoughts on

this feature to apture@nyt.com.
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5 Andy Revkin
Dot Earth blogger,
Reporter
August 6th, 2009
8:39 am

Uncertainty lies at the heart of the problem of a lack of
acceptance and an affirmative response to the problem of
global warming. As hyperbananaman notes, most folks need
slap in your face evidence of something before they will
actually change.

Actually there is plenty of that kind of evidence; it is just
occurring in faraway places to people we don’t pay all that
much attention to: the poor and the destitute of Asia and
Africa.

When these dramas start unfolding on our own doorstep 20
years or so from now, then all the angry and frightened
people will want grief counselors to help them understand
why they are in trouble.

All they will need to do is go back 20 years and read
comments from columns on global warming to see exactly
why they ended up in that mess.

Recommend Recommended by 8 Readers

This is the point made by Steve Schneider of Stanford in my
print story on the next steps for the I.P.C.C.: Scientists must
do a better job of conveying as much about the
consequences of what we DON'T know clearly (like West
Antarctic ice disintegration) as the things we do know
clearly. http://bit.ly/nytIPCC

16.EDITORS' SELECTIONS (what's this?)

James

Nevada

August 6th, 2009
8:40 am

Re #4: "Doesn't this sound like eerily like 1984 mind
control?"

Not really, but consider an alternative hypothesis: that in
fact you are subjected to that kind of "mind control" every
day, in the form of advertising, "lifestyle" articles &
programs, and so on, so at the worst, a research program
like this would just change the direction of that control.

You might even go beyond this, and see that the current
version of mind control keeps people working long hours (if
they can find jobs these days, of course), crammed into tiny
urban apartments or suburban boxes, often with debt
burdens which would take years or decades to pay off,
striving to achieve & support a lifestyle which the mind
control tells them they want...
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Clayton
Macdonald

Germany
August 6th, 2009
8:40 am

My house mate says, "The house is filthy, we absolutely have
to clean it this weekend!" I look around, ignoring the dead
dog under the couch, the disassembled motorcycle in the
kitchen, the sticky mess from where the keg was spilled, the
(mostly) empty pizza boxes piled up in the corner, and I
think, "Aw, it's just a little dust. It can wait at least another
month before we do any cleaning - and only then if we feel
it's really worth it." Even if I suspect my house mate might
have a point, my response is to resist, and I can say with
some certainty what motivates my response: laziness.
Cleaning the house would be a boring pain - no fun at all -
and, worse, I can't watch the game if I'm cleaning house.
What I want to do is watch the game. I just want to have
fun. I suspect that my house mate is a real jerk.
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Karen Ehrhardt-
Martinez
Washington, D.C.
August 6th, 2009
12:31 pm

The APA report is a very valuable contribution to current
discussions on effective ways of addressing climate change.
This document builds on several other recent publications to
provide important insights into the social and behavioral
dimensions of climate change. As suggested by both the
recent McKinsey study and a recent publication by the
American Council for an Energy- Efficient Economy (see
references below), organizational and behavioral change
offer the potential of large energy savings and reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions.

In fact, ACEEE is currently working with the California
Institute for Energy and Environment (CIEE) University of
California, and the Precourt Energy Efficiency Center
(PEEC) at Stanford to convene our third national
conference focused on the topic of Behavior, Energy and
Climate Change. (More information is available at
http://www.BECCconference.org).

There are numerous people interested in exploring the best
application of this knowledge and in developing new
knowledge that can help us to reduce our impact on our
climate. Social science research includes the work of
psychologists, sociologists, anthropologists, geographers and
others working in academia, for government institutions,
nonprofit organizations, and the private sector. While some
of it may be labeled pseudo-scientific work, there is a large
amount of high quality work being performed and shared in
peer-reviewed publications. The recent APA publication will
provide a valuable addition to the literature.

Choi Granada, Hannah; Creyts, Jon; Derkach, Anton;
Farese, Philip; Nyquist, Scott; and Ken Ostrowski. 2009.
"Unlocking Energy Efficiency in the U.S. Economy."
Washington, DC: McKinsey and Company.

Laitner, John A. “Skip”; Ehrhardt-Martinez, Karen and
Vanessa McKinney. 2009. “Examining the Scale of the
Behaviour Energy Efficiency Continuum. Proceedings of
2009 ECEEE Summer Study. (June 1-6, 2009). La Colle sur
Loup, Cote d'Azur, France
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How to turn education and awareness into action with hard
results is an enormous challenge indeed.

One never knows what sort of initiative will be an effective
wake-up call.

Along these lines, please check out my latest CARTOON,
"Live Green Daily - REPEAT'
at
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